Jeremiah VI. 4. 
0 unto us for the Day goeth 


away, for the ſhadows of the 


Ewvemng are ſtretched out. 


H E word, Wo, is often mentioned in Scripture ; eſ- 
cially 1n the Old Teſtament, and 1s a relative 
ſerm, ſignificant of Evil and Miſery to come. For 
fame Wo, which 18 now denounced again ſach or 

hb People, will after this Life 1s ended, fall down upon 
m in Puniſhment and Miſery. Hence doth ariſc that 

t Thought and Searching of Heart in the Creature to- 
ids the Creatour, who 1s the Lord our God. A doubt 
Þfear doth naturally ſpring up in our minds, as 1£ God 
ud inflictþain and make us miferable 1n the futureState, 

© thereupon from this thing of Death, which 1s the Inlet 
Entrance thereinto, we expect noGood butEvil. Here a+ 
nour Spirits way be quiet and fatisfed, forit is evident, 


are ſeveral things which we are greatly afraid of at - 


firſt apprehenſion and thoughts concerning them ; Bur 
r we Ls experienced the very ſame thing it ſelt we 
| no dreadfulneſs or Evil at all in it, but rather good 
conveniency : So that according to the common tay- 
herein, We are more frightened then hurt, and tuch may 
- +fth be. Yea certainly 1o 1t 1s tothe Children of God, 
”, Pare Heirs of Salvation, whwh includes in it felt both 
| and Immortality. 
here is a Viſible reaſon of that natural fear cf Death, 
auſe 1t 15 altogether mn and to be abhorr«d whaes is 
cen 


BY 


C2) 
ſcen to befall the Body, as Pain, Languthing, Weaknef® 
diftortion of countenance, and then lying in the Grave anſ®? 
ſeeing Corraption, and fuch hke. And yet all theſe Evi tak 
Ternible things do no more touch, nor yet afteR the mg 
himſelf, that is, his Soul, than when the Angel of the Ly ®" 
(monte Peter on the fide, and raiſed him up, and his Chain: af *P 
ef from his hands. As all/this was no great hurt to thi” 
Soul, nor yet to the Body of Perer : Even ſo it wilt” 
be when the Angel of Death ſhall knock oft theſe Chai Wo 
of Flcſh wherein and wherewith at preſent we 2 = 
holden and fettered ; then alſo the Soul 1s Raiſed up 
0” its earthly Habitation ( ce Zech. 2. 13.) and retwrns at ſan 
alcends up to God that gave it. | a 

Nevertheleſs {ti} there being a Wo pronounced 1nt Sur 
Text indefinitely againſt us, winch ſignifies as 1f ite 
pertain to all Mankind both good and bad, Saint 
Sinner ; andevery one, whither Godly or Ungoa 
tinding within himſelf ſome grief and veration, f: 
and anguiſh at this conſideration of his preſent! 
voing away, and at laſt it will come quite to ane 
We muſt not flatter nor delude our ſelves as 1f tt 
was nothing at all to be feared 1n it, tor this Wo pt 
nounced by the Spirit of God, doth ſeem to prefuppoſe 
relate unto ſome future Evil. Again, whatever 1s Nat 
General and Umverfal in every one, as the fear of De; 
is, This ſame thing can never be 1 vain, but there 
tome reality to which 1t hath Reſpect. 
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The Apoflle faith, *4s ronching Brotherly love ye uf © © 
not that I write unto you, for ye your ſelves are taught] © 
God to love one another. So here it may be reaſon$*2** 
There 15 t:o need to be taught out of the Scriptures, H D wd 
that our preſent hie and time goeth away. For byt EO 


common knowledge and experience that God hath 81 


to every Man, they are ſenſible alrcady; Nay, t +, 
muſt know it whither they will or not, that their | 
and their Trme gocth away. But God willing m T 
b:ndont to ſhew nao the heirs of promiſe the Immutahll © ©* 
of his cornlcl herein. Asalſo, that the common and nf 7 
multnmude of Mankind may be more withour exc an 


t they bave not pzovided for-their latter end. 
«ONCELL 


0 ing this (as here it too commonly ha 

"I that Man alſo knoweth not bis time, As the fiſhes = " 

+ Biaken in an evil net, and as the Birds that are caught in 

the Snar; ſo ere the Sons of Men Snared in an evil time 

when it falleth ſuddenly upon them. To give yet more 
zepeatect warning of all this God hath onlecad it to be 

written alſo, how that our Life and our Time goeth a- 

Ixay. For 1o it 18 expreſſed in the words of our Text, 

Wo unto us for the Day goeth away, for the ſhadows of the 
Y Evening are ſtretched out. | 

\ The words are Metaphorical and ſignfie the very 

4 Flame as what 1s aforementioned, that our life goeth a- 

way. But the Metaphor ſeems to be borrowed from the 

fun that greater light, winch God Created and placed 

in the Firmament to Rule ouer the Day, and to di- 

ride the Light from the Darkneſs. For as long as that 

s above our Horifon, than it is Day ; but when it moves 

benzath the Honiſon, then the ſhadows of the Evening 

are (tretched out and the Night comes on. 

F Again it is not unknown to-any one that 15 under- 
ſtanding in the Scriptures, that the time of Mans pre- 
ſent Life is often expreſſed by this manner of ſpeech, his 

Day. If thou hadſt known in this thy Day the things that 

belong to thy peace, but now they are hid from thine ey:s. To 

I Day if ye will hear bis woice, harden not your heart as in 

the Day of Prowecation, and as inthe Day of temptation in the 

J Wilderneſs. 1 have ſpread out my hands all the Day wn- 

to a Rebellious people. For he ſaith, I hav? heard thee in an 

accepted time, and in theDay of Salvation have I ſuccoured 
| thee. Behold now is the accepted time, Behold now is the 
| Day of Salvation. In all theſe and alike places the 
word, Day, ſignifies all the ttme of Mans preſent life 
-E here on Earth. And fo it dothin this place of Fer. 6. 


I ſhall not confine my {ſelf to the primary intent, 
or exact coherence of the words, as th:y are m the 
Text, but I ſhall treat of them in the large and com- 
mon {ignification aforementioned, How that our Lite 
and Time here on Earth paſeth away, and becauſe I 
am given to Ins that {cyeral do wmpute 1t as 
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(4) 
a fault and defe&t in my preaching, In that I go 
altogether in one continued diſcourſe. But Ido not 
wuch make mention of the words, Firſt, Secondly Thirg- 
ly, as other Miniſters and Preachers do, which as th 
ay is more for help of the memory, and for the ed 
cation of the hearers. Theretore I who have thought 
g00d to become all things ro all Men, that I might Zain 
Somne, have thought good to handle this our preſent Text 
in the following method of theſe two propoſitions, 
and. afterwards I may draw trom thence fome Practy 
cal Inferences, which 1s commonly. called the uſe 
Application, 

From the words, 1Wo #nto us for the Day goeth any, 
T ſhall cndcavour to ſhew, tozcther with-the Reaſon o 
Reaſons thereof, that it 18 a melancholy and forrowful 
contideration 1n all people, to conſider throughly, how 
that our preſent Life gocth away: And this I gathe 
from the firſt introductory word, Wo wnto #5. 


Secondly, Becauſe that all the Wo's or Threatnings de- 
nounced in Scripture are therefore inade known to the 
Inhabitants of the Earth, in order that they may take 
warning and avoid that ſame Wo or Threatming (Thu 
Saith tke Lord , Behold I Frame evil againſt you, and deviſe] ® 
a device againſt you. Here 1s the Threatning, but 1mmedyf * 
ately the way is ſhewn how the ſame may beavoided © 
Return ye now-every one from his evil way, aud make yourl "| 
ways and your doings good. |er. 18. 11.) I thall therefore af 4 
Yain endeavour to thew from the Scriptures and from 
the truth of things, how our Life and Converſation 
may be to ordered aright, that the Salvation of God 
may be ſhewn unto us; and then though our Lite goett 
away , yet we ſhall avoid the Wo that 1t will nc 
belong unto us. Can any matter be more uſe 
» and comfortable than this Jaſt, wheretore 1t 1s worth 
of all acceptation and attegtion even fyxom the people 
of the World, as well as from Believers. For 1t 1s not 
a going after vain things that cannot profit nor deliver 
*or they 174 114in. But Chriſt the Eternal word, and * 
VOordas 
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words of his truth, doprofit and deliver from the evil day; 
x 4 | and from ' the wrath ro come. mw | 
birg. | AS to the firſt thing propoſed to be ſpoken unto, As 
they # Baruch did ſay, Wo is me now ; for the Lord hath: added 
dif. | grizf ro my ſorrow, So here fome people may be apt: 
ught | f think, Wo unto us Mortal Creatures. We do. not 
4iz | care to/hear much of this, tor this will be to add griet 
ext} to our forrow. We are fo ſenlible ot 1t already, that 
ons | #© would not have it yet made mor? {ſenſible and affli- 
1&1 ing - more doletul words concerning 1t. There is 
> @{10 need to rub up an old fore, which doth Patn and 
Ake' already. But here? to purtue the fame ſimulitu- 
de, 1t 1s good and ſometimes neceflary to launce a fore 
n order to the cure of it. So likewiſe the very 
ſame ftands in the Nature aud connexion of things, 
It 1s goo4 to know the very worlt of things, 1f we 
would have them be remedied and made better, As fo 
s our caſe and fubject 11 hand, to which the thread of 
our following, diſcourſe may lead and ſhew, 
de} It may be afthirmed, That all the Grief and Sorrow 
) the] which we have in this World, doth tend or relate unto this 
take ground thereot, how that our lite goeth away.. Though 
Thu it be deemed at firſt to proceed forth from ſome other 
wiſh outward caulc, yet it may be brought back to this ort- 
iedj.J ginal cante ; fach or ſuch People are theretore Melan- 
ded] choly, Sorrowful or Troubled, becauſe the day of their 
life goeth away. For as lite 1s the firſt thing loved 
e 2-1 and delired, becauſe by it we are rendred capable to 
oml reliſh and enjoy all other things : - So 1t 1s proportion- - 
tion] able Grief and Vexation in the Creature, to think 
Godl that at lenzth it muſt part there withall. 
oethl This is the ſting of Poverty (winch 1s efteemed the 
'nef worlt of outward evils for 1t 18 of longett duration and 
fy commonly extending throughout ones life) for a thought 
th of unbelicf doth ariſe in the heart, as if this vain fugi- 
ople] tive life which 18 as 4 vapour and con:inu*th not, was 
not}. our all. And thereupon is unexpreſſible Grief and. Vex- 
yer | ation that here we ſhould have our evil things and not 
 thd our good things alſo, as well as others. Eſpecially when 
rd] the language of nbouent whiſpers farther, that they 
3 Are 


are but once to be had for all. But here again, let the full 


aſſurance of Faith once come in concerning that future 
and endleſs life, wherein it ſhall be ſaid and fulfilled 
as to this than paſt life, Son, remember that thou in t 
" time received thy good things, and likewiſe Lazarus evil 
things, but n1m he is Comforted and thou art Tormented. This 
ſame conlideration and knowledge before - hand will 
make 1t both tolerable and eaſy to receive evil things 
here, andalſo to be fearful of receiving good things; 
for fo it is eſteemed and called by the people of the 
World, the immoderateuſe of Corn and Wane. 
Again, To go unto other inſtances, This ſame 15 the 
thing which makes ſickly People, or who are in dechni 
or old Age, ſo Frettul Waſpth and Froward or Envy 
ous. The ſame 1s likewiſe obſerved of deformed or 
crooked people, as alſo of ol4 Maidens who are not 
given to Marriage, And ſoit 1sof Eunuchs or infuthct 
ent People. For 1n theſe and alike caſes The eyes of al 
Jook unto thee. The thoughts of the hearts of theſe 
Creatures, who find themſelves miſerable and defeCtive 
in ſome one thing, are towards their inviſible Creator 
And a reaſoning doth ariſe within them, which doth 
terminate in ſecret indignation and vexation, Why 
ſhouldſt thon not make me as happy and complcar, or 
do the ſame for me', as for my fellow Creatures? 
Theſe thoughts ſhould be ſilenced again with the con- 
ſideration of God's abſolute ſovereignty, Hath not th: 
Potter power of the Clay, to make one weſſel to Honow 
and anither to diſhonowr * God 1s glorified in the ſeve- 
ral variety of his works. He may do what he will 
with h1s own, and who may ſay unto him, what do 
thou ? We ſhouid ſhew our tclves contented and pati- 
ent, and thus glorify him however he hath formed us. 
Neither I:t the Son of the ſtranger that hath joyned him- 
ſelf to the Lord, ſpeak, ſaying, The Lord hath wterly ſepare- 
ted me from his people: Neither let the Eunuch ſay, Be- 
hold I a a ary; Tree. In both theſe ſayings of theirs, 
there 18 an 1nward repining becauſe they are not made 
and placed in the fame advantages and priviledges, and 
capable to enjoy the ſame debghts with their other fel- 
low 
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F flow Creatures. But what aath the anſwer 0 God tt 


Creator unto them? For thut ſaith the Lord mito "ths 
Exnuchs that keep my Sabbathi, and chooſe the things that 
pee me and take bold of my Covenant, even unto then 
gill 1 give in, my. houſe 4 place and a name, better thay of 
Sors and of Dawphters : I will give them an everlaſting 11! 
that ſhall | not be cus off. Alſo the Sons of the ftranger 
that joyn themſeluis to the Loyd, to ſerve hims and th 
love the name of the Lord, to be his Servants, Every one 
that Reepeth the Sabbath from polluting it and taketh ho!4 
of my Covenant : Even them will I bring to my Holy Moun- 
tain, and mate them joyful in my Houſe of prater, Their 
Burntofferings and their Sacrifices hall be accepted upon 
mine Altar, Iſa. 56. 3, 4,5,6, 79, Here the Bleſſing and 
Promite 1s proportioned ; yea 1t 18 more than equuyalent 
to what they complained of and murmured at. But: 
from hence we may learn , that whatever cur failure 
1s of the common accompliſhments and endowments 
of humane Nature, and in whatloever we come ſhort of 
the re{t of our Brethren which they have and wes have 
not ; here let ns be- ſure to ſerve God aun be obedient 
unto him, which is expreſſed 1n all thoſe apt phraſes of 
the Holy Ghoſt, That keep my Sabbaths and. chooſe the 
things that pleaſe me, and take hold of my Cirvenant and 
joyn themſelves unto the Lord, and love the name. of the Lord 
to be his Servants, If we are carefull and diligent 
and conſtant to do all this, God will afſuredly make up 
for our 1mpericcion (which we are apt to ſuppoſe our 
_ miſery ) i the time of the Reſtitution cf aft things : 

ven what thall anſwer in kind to that ſame failure 
and 1mperfe&tion, as {o 1s giving to the Eunuchs 2 place 
and a name beiter than of Sons and Daushters. And to the 
Son of the ſtranger that had ſaid, the Lord hath witerl 
ſerarated me from his people, him will he bring to his Holy 
Mountain and make him joyful in his Houſe of prayer 
Which 1s not ſeparacing hum from his people. for there 
It 1s that his people” are gathered and aſſembled to- 
gether. 

It doth indeed ſeem diſingenuous ( for it 1s not alto- 
gether {0 worthy as what proceeds from the principles 


B 4 of 


of Love Proſperity and Thankfulnefs )' n people 
are as it =o ol and driven to fear and ſerve God | 
out of a ſence of their Miſery and AﬀMi&tion. But 
ſince there 1s a degree and tincture cf that in the moſt 
healthful and proſperous perſon, for he alfo is Subje& 
unto Aﬀliction and Miſery through the fear and appro- 
ach of Death. And God doth accept of ſuch a ſervice 
though it 1s joyned with ſuch thoughts of Heart, as may 
be underſtood from //a. 56. Det. 4.30. 31. Thereſore 
receive and follow this inſtruction, All ye that ſhall K 
hear or read theſe words, O Man or Woman the more 
miſerable thou art as to this world : + Do thou fo much 
the more ſerve God and abound in well doing ; and 
than it will be bettcr for thee at the end and diſtribu- 
tion of all things, then if thou haſt been the moſt happy 
perſon that ever lived on this Earth. : 
When . our Soul 15 vexed and diſquicted within us, 
Either becauſe we have not good and comfortable things 
here, or becauſe whatever delights ſoon paſſeth away, 
and we are gone, there commonly at the very ſame | 
time doth ſpring up a root of unbelief, as 1f we were to 
be no more for ever. And we being told and appre- Þ.. 
henſive that there is a good thing ſet out for the Sons of þ.- 
Men; Hereupon indignation and anguiſhdoth ariſe that þ 
our time here ſhould paſs away, and yet that ſame}. 
good thing is not had by ur. Hence alſo 1s ſecret vexa- |, 
tion when the Natural ends of our Creation are not [| 
anſwered, And ſo purſue the reaſoning part of all Trou- 
ble, Melancholy, Sorrow, or fuch like, and 1t will at IF 
length tend to this that therefore or Sowl is full of troubles 
becauſe onr life draweth nizh unto the Grave, Pſal. 88.3. Þ 
Thencedoth arife more fretiulnefs of temper when the {ting I.” 
of Death doth put it {elf forth yet nearer towards us. The | 
reaſonable Creature expetted to have good 1n this lite, 
but the day goeth away and the good 1s not had; 
Tee ſummer is ended, and we are not ſaved. And than | 
again, unbelicf doth dictate and whiſper, that if the 
good thing be not had here, we know not when 1t will F 
be had. When I thought to know 'this, it was too painful P" 
for me. Thus my hear: was orieved and 1 was pricked in P" 
#7) rein; So fooliſh mas 1 and ignorant, 1 was a a bea 
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we thee, Pal. 973. 16, 21, 22. This laſt is juſt to be ſen- 
ible of and groan under the preſent pain, but not to 
pprehend any thing further. And fo is every one 
xerly as he is a Man. But than as a Believer he 1s car- 
d and advanced higher, even to {peak after that man- 
xr a3 he doth in the following verſes, Nevertheleſs 7 

continually by thee : Thou hift holden me by my right 

11. Here he comesto the knowwl2dze of his Creator 
id Preferver, and than afterwards he hints forth, 
ow that God will be the reſtorer of Mankind, by givin 
hem a ReſarreRion and future tate. Thow ſhalt guide 

with thy counſel, and afterward receive me to glory. 
is Faith and Knowledge Fof futurity , 18confolato- 

7 to all preſent Griefs, Pain or Trouble. As we ate 
aſonable Creatures, fo we ſhould uſe and exert forth 
71 ſame reaſon when we are amidſt and under af- 
WCUON, 

Why (Itis an Adverb of Interrogation and Reaſoning) 
rt thoy caſt down O my S14l, and why art thou diſquie- 
d within m: ? Hope in God, for 1 ſhall yet praiſe him, 
pho is the health of my countenance and my God. Here 
he Pſalmift doth endeavour to quiet his diffatisfied 
pirit with this ſhort thought and ſpeech, Hope in God. 
But as it 18 elſewhere written, 1 remembred God and was 
ro4bled. Even ſo here the cure and remedy 15 to rife 
the ſame way , as the Grief and Malady doth. For 
ks God 1s the Creator and orderer of all things, and 
is himſelf ſpeaks in his word. Shall there be evil in 4 
ity and the Lord hath not done it ? And it Bex- 
refly faid, That rhe Lord doth cauſe grief. So of all 
he gricfs and evils which poor Mankind do endure 1n 
1s vale of tcars, it 15 ſappoſed that God hath-an hand 
1 it and that he is the Authour and Ordainer-of 


' them, which indeed is true; and thence 1t 15, becauſe 
bo chaftening for the preſent ſeemeth joyous but grievous,” Tha 


ard thoughts do ariſe in the hearts of ſome againſt bis 
Divine Majeſty, who cither do not believe, or not Know 
roughly and conſider further . that the ſame chaften- 
no doth afterwards yield the Peaceabl: fruit of Righteouſnef; 
wo them which are exerciſed thrreby, Heb. 12. _—_ 0 
07. 
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Lord will not caft off for ever : But though he. cauſe 
yer will be have compaſſion according to the multitude of 
mercies. For he doth not afflift willingly, nor grieve ffi 
Children of Men, Lam. 3. 3z, 32, 33, To ſuch peoplih 
who have Faith and Spiritual knowledge, all the gnefy 
and miſeries of this preſent life, do but lightly ae; 
them : Becauſe all things here are fo very little, fup 
tive and vain, and nothing here 1s ſo evil what mai; 
and can Le endured, and the Spirit of Man will bear uy 
againſt -1t , as to outward temporal things. But thi 
great thought and ſearching of heart 1s concerning whal 
15 ſaid in this ſame Lamentations, . That the Lord 
not caſt of for ever. And ſo how God will ſhew at 
approve himſelf unto us throughout eternity, Heng 
doth ariſe all the fear and doubt. But here aga 
this ſame word ſpeaks peace to the Soul, Hope | ; 
God for I ſhall yet praiſe him, for he is the health of wa, 
countenance ' and, my God. The object of hope 18 goaffjel: 
things, _ or an expectation of good things ; and here vff6n 
ſpeech of aſſurance, / ſhall yet praiſe him. Indeed f, 
will be the buſineſs and employment in Heaven of fudh, | 
Souls as ſhall be ſaved, to praiſe God for that exceeÞz7 
ing and eternal Blefledncefs which he will give unfCr; 
and inveſt them withall ; and make it fo ſure unfje(} 
them , that it ſhall never be taken from them, n(},,; 
they from it. There 1t1s, and there only that we van 
rejoyce in thy Salvation, and in the name of our God Jang 
will ſet up our banners ; even when we have ſcaled ale] 
are aſcende{ up into' the Kingdom of Heave,n, 
Which from the days of Fohn the Baptiſt Suffererb wee 
lence and the wiolent tak: it by force. He that overemf, f 
eth, I will his God and he ſhall be my Son. And wf,,, 
ought in the mean while to praiſe our God for gw{e 
unto” us exceeding grea: and precious promiſes : For Iſh, 
fording us the means of grace, and for the hope yh 
Glory; :and for putting us into a poſſibility of ſcekif | 
now, and at laſt of obtaining thoſe great and plori,,; 
things that are ſpoken of thee, O City of God, tha 

Amidſt all the caſtings down and diſquietudes;yn | 
Soul, Under all the thoughts which trouble us, ma 
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AMmld go: on fill in the way of Duty, with this Faith. 

of kad aſſurance, / ſhall ye: praiſe God, Though perhaps the 
e aKfliction is fo fore, and the Liſappointment ſo vexatious, 
plat we are tempted 1n heart in like manner as Fob's 
neife did him, curſe God anddie. We may beat 
Mend anſwer the temptation with a like ſaying of his, 

0 ſpcakeſt as one of the fooliſh Women fans. For this 
auld be the utmoſt folly that can be, 1f we ſhould 
>the way and do thoſe things to be miſerable here, 
1d miſerable hereafter alſo; as. that would be if we 
Should curſe him whom we ought to praiſe. Wha? if 
do now receive evil at the hand of God, nothing 
s ſo ſure as that we ſhall receive good at the latter 
: provided that hke unto lis Serrant Fob we do 
t ſen in the mean while, nor yet charge God fooliſhly. 
I ſhall yet praiſe him wha is the health of my countenance 
nd my God. This thing, health of my countenance, is a 
2Frelative term and doth anfwer unto and preſuppoſe 
re 8lbme fickneſs of Body or Mind, which the Pſalmilt 
el Fin probability was than under. As ſickneſs of Body 1s 
cz forerunner of dying and Death, the Subſequent word, 
xy My God, contains mn 1t life tor cvermore. For the ſame 
; WfCreator that gave life at firſt, will again renew and 
reſtore it. Who turneth Man to Defrattion, will ſay, re- 
Wiwrn ye Children of AMfen. Herein he doth take care of 
and provide againſt the evil of Mortality, Corruption 
and Diflolution. The ſame God, who 1s a very preſent 
d Mhelp in the time of trouble, is alſo. all things ſutable 
earQand proportionable to the ſeveral needs and requirings 
b of lis Creatures. For thou haſt been a ſtrength to the poor, 
ery firength to the needy in his diſtreſs, a refuge | So the ſtorm, 
dl Waxd 4 ſhadow from the heat. Now what is inore proper and 
gWiffutable under ſcorching neat, than to get into the 
"Of Fſhade, and fo when a ſtorm beats upon us to get ſomes» 
OPe F what for refuge from 1t. | 
ck As it is written, And when all things ſhall be ſubdurd 
rloriÞ unto him , than ſhall alſo the Son himſelf be Subjeft to bing 

that put all things under him, that God may be all in all. Ss 
des in the fature ſtate God will be allin all towards the 
s, Ymaking up the perſe&tion and happineſs of his Crea- 

' 
tures 
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tures; That he ſhall not be aſhamed to be called thi 


God. By Providing for and ſecuring unto them thingha 
worthy of ſo great and good a God, and as much az 
Creature can receive. ' Behold what a mighty word offc 
conſolation is here! As alſoit is a moſt quickemngJExhor&; 
tation to enforce that of the Apoſtle. What manner e 
fperſons ought ye to be in all Holy conwerſation and GudÞp | 
lineſs, looking for and hafting unto the coming of the day y 
God; that ye may get the favour and love of Go 
whilſt ye are yet in the way. : 01 

But if theſe things are ſo (as moſt certainly they ar : 
then ſome may be apt to put me in mind of my Texn 
and as how it comes to paſs that a wo 18 pronouncYatl 
ed, for the day goeth away ? Which going away offo 
the day doth ſet us yet nearer to theſe happy thingfhime 
M1zht 1t not be more properly ſaid inſtead of that Wiher 
pronounced, Bleffed and Happy it 15 for us that th 
day goeth away. And truly becauſe of that vanity ann 
vexation of Spirit which1s in all things under the Sunfffr 
Becauſe of that Tediouſneſs and Irkſomeneſs of lik , 
becauſe of that ſmall variety of all the things below ; and : 
1t 18 all but almoſt the ſame thing over and over againke t 
In my thinking it would be Wo unto us if the day did nofind 
go away. For we ſhould be even weary and not ablgim 
to abide here for ever 1f we nught abide fo 1n this Rate 
and as thinzs now arc. ne: 

But the anſwer to the former part of this objeCtionfle « 
may be had by diſcourſing on ourſecond Propoſition, vidha 
Becauſe that all the Wo's and Threatnings denouncehs 1 
in Scripture are therefore made known unto the Inlaffinc 
bitants- of Earth, in order that they may take warnings { 
and avoid that ſame Wo or Threatning, we are tq. ] 
learn from the Scriptures and from out of the truth dre 
things, how our converſation may be ſo ordered arightIma 
that the Salvation of God may b: ſhewn unto us. Fi Inc 
then though our life goeth away, we ſhall avoid the I 
that it will not belong unto us. 
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thi This 15 moſt certain, that a Wo doth belong untous; 
wiknd will at laſt fall down upon our head to our end- 
23s confuſion and miſery, if we do not finiſh that 
4 ofrork which God our Creator ſent us ſeverally on this 
horSttis Earth for to do. Said Jeſus the forerunner, who 
er offs entred before us into the vail. 7 muſt work:the work; 
God bim that ſent me while it is day, the night cometh when 
a) ofhiv man can work. I have glorified thee on the Earth, I 
deve finiſh:d the work which thou gaveſt me to do. Chriſt's 
ork was laying the foundation for all to build 
arÞn : He finiſhed the Work which God gave him todo. 
[exfind ſo every Soul ſhould Work out that which he 
uncFath wrought and accompliſhed for us. Which ſame 
y fork 1s to be done in this life, that being the accepred 
inzSme for the Night or darkneſs of Death draws on, and 
t Withere 18 No work, nor _ nor knowledge, nor wiſdom, in 
* thifie gr ave whither thox goeſt. And therefore if we neglectto 
anFn1th that Work, W; unto us for the day goeth away, 
Sunfſir the ſhadows of the Evening are ſtretched out. The Son 
life $f Man hath given to every Man his work, and command- 
and the Porter to watch. So that of neceſſary confequen- 
zunfe there muſt be a Wo if that time ſhould ſlip away, 
I noþnd the ſame Work 1s not done for which that ſame 
ablgime was originally ſet out and intended. There is 
tatethe ſame rule of contraries: And ſeeing that the Scrip- 
- we pronounces that Servant bleſſed whom his Lord when 
tiofle cometh ſhall find ſo doing. Then on the other hand, 
, vithat Servant or rather idle Perſon, 1s curſed and a'Wo 
nceſhs unto him, 1f the Lord when he cometh ſhall not 
nhagind him fo doing, but loytering, or doing that which 
ungds ſinful or evil, 
e iq There 1s a Wo pronounced againſt, or doth bclong to 
th dfrery Sin, Iniquity, Tranſgreſhon, Diſobedience or any 
gh nanner of evil. As appears both from the old Tefta- 
Mment and the New. In both which we find tms word 
2 Wo ſpoken forth againſt them; and where it 1s not 
poken forth in expreſs words; Nevertheleſs it may be 
underſtood that 1t doth appertain thereunto. For rhe 
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word of God ſpoken (or written) is ftedfaft and ev 
retich —_—_ reſſion _ aj _ ncc of _ | 
| Asaforeſaid, that all trouble, grief or ſuch like dof, 
hence ariſe, becauſe our life goeth away : So likewify 
our ſorrow may be reduced and brought back to thille 
original cauſe, Becauſe we have ſinned. Both the, 
obſervations agree and meet together in one. The maffla 
ter truly 1s this, We are forrowful becauſe we hayffſr, 
linned, and we are ſorrowtul becauſe our Life gretlfiy,, 
away. For we are afraid that a Pumiſhment (which wifff 
make miſerable) will be inflicted on us for the ſam 
ſin, after this'preſent Lite (which 15 now going awayſſ, 
ſhall ' be ended. . 
x Now the Decree, Juſtice and Will of God ſtands onthfly 
wile, Sin committed mult have its Pumſhment to | oh 
inflicted unleſs the ſame ſin is pardoned. Hence tl, 
Soul 1s 1n continued fear and doubt until ſhe hath t} 
Reconciliation of God ; Until ſhe hath his Voicear 
Spirit witneſſing from within her felf, Sou or Dany 
ter, be of good chear, Thy ſins are forgiven thee. 

Again, ſceing that we have all {inned and are wortl 
of puniſhment after this life ſhall be ended, here n 
ſhould cry mightily unto God and offer »p ſtrong cryi 
with tears in theſe days of onr fleſh, that we may be he 
in that we fear before him. And hike our Father 
wreſtle with God in efteCtual fervent and cont1 
Prayer wntil the breaking of the day of wmmortality 
And be yet more earneſt and unportunate with Go 
by how much the nearer 1t 18 to the day breaking, « 
as the Soul 1s yet nearer breaking forth out of the thef} 
of the Body into the World to come, the place off ;, 
ternal and unchangeable light. And we will not let G 
g0 except he Bleſs us, with the Bleſſing which the 

ath commanded even life for evermore; Immediate 
after this life, which 1s as a vapour and continu 
not, ſhall be ended. 

Saith Fob to God, I have fanned. w 1p] ogy ah tory 
O thou preſerver of Men ? Why haft thou ſet me «| ,, 
mark againſt thee, ſo that I am a burden to my ſelf. Ch: tt 
7. v. 29. This laſt confirms the truth of what w 
jſt now ſpoken, That forrow 1s becauſe of fin, al 
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ry uſe 2 pm thereunto : for therefore it was becauC 
nab had ſinned, he was a burden to Ininfelf. The 
Merle immediately following doth ſhew and intimate 
Stat there 1s ſorrow and fear 1n the Soul for want of 
0 Uroiveneſs of ſins, as appears from this Pathetical and 
KFarneftly deſired queſtion, or rather 1t 1s a kind of expo- 
- MaBfulation in Prayer. And why doſt thou not pardon my 
ranſgreſſion and take away mine Iniquity * For now ſhall 1 
pollen 1n the duſt and thou ſhalt of me in the morning and 
b willy [ball not be. If we were ſure that God would do 
mg:hs, we could as contentedly and without fear lye 
WayFlown in the Grave as in a bed of Roſes or Violets, 
or as we take our common reſt by Night, which the 
Holy Ghoſt doth give us here to underſtand by this 
'0 Wohraſe, 7 ſhall ſleepin the du}, Now there is nothing of 

© Wlreadfulneſs or cyil in ſleep. | 
The Scripture 1s all along conſonant and agreeable 
calf to it ſelf 1n every thing, eſpecially in this trath, how 
au that the fting of Death Js Fs So that it would be nei- 
ther dreadful nor evil, 1f this ſame {ting was plucked 
out or ( what 1s equivalent» and tantamount thereunto 
if this ſame ſin was pardoned and taken away. Com- 
fort ye, comfort ye my people ſaith your God. Speak ye com- 
fortably to Feruſalem. ( In the margent there1t 1s, ſpeak 
Tto theheart) And cry unto her that her warfare is accom- 
uy pliſhe1, that her iniquity is pardoned, 1a. 49. 1, 2. In theſe 
{ words again, the word of conſolation 1s contained, hey 
iniquity is pardoned. For I do hereby appeal to the con- 
q ſcience of all thoſe who ſhall hear or rcad theſe words 
4 whither thisis not ſpeaking comfortably to ye, or ſpeak- 
ing to your heart ; that 1s, what anfwers to your hearts 
delire and with, to have aſſurance, that now thine 
and my warfare here ' on Farth doth draw fo very mgh 
to be accompliſhed, that here we have our iniquity par- 
doned. If the Lord grant me this my requeft, as the 
ſame 1s my daily Prayer (I would I could, truly fay, 
my conſtant enleavour was ſo hkewiſe, as 1s hereafter 
explained) I knovy not what I could deſire better on 
this fide of Hcaven. For if my miquity 1s pardoned, then 
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that thing 1s taken away which only hinders any ones JF; 
entranceinto Heaven. ROE. 

As touching, whither our iniquity be pardoned or not; 
is the chiefeſt fear and trouble to knowing people and Jr;,,, 
believers, which they have when they do walk foftly Þ, 
all the reſidue of their years n the bitterneſs of ther Þ,7.4 
Soul. The Scripture token and evidence whereby we ÞF x; 
may know vyhither our paſt 1n1quity 15 PRI or B46. 
not, 18 according as vve are —_— from all unrighteow- | «5, 
neſs, for the time to come. U{f he that giveth ſtrenoth Y,11 
and power unto his people Pial. 68. 35. Doth give || 77 
Strength and Poyver to abſtain from the like for the I; 
ſuture, Thus much isgathered from that of the Apoſtle, J,uq 
If we confeſs our ſins, he is faithful, and juſt to forgive w | A; 
our fins, and to cleanſe us from all unrighteou(peſs, 1 John 1. þ 
9. This Scripture 1s not tobe taken piece meal, but all F\e1; 
together. So that according as any one 18 cl-anſed ſrom fhere 
all unrighteouſneſs, That is cleanſed from every thing hen 
vvhich 18 contrary unto or difterent from that great and Fre 
compleat Rule of Righteouſneſs: This is a fure token Þ, 
that thy ſins are forgiven thee. - 

And alſo, when the Prophet 1ſaiah faith, That the in- hk | 
iquity of Feruſalem is pardoned, for ſhe hath received of Ind 
the Lord's hands double for all her ſins. Hence it may Þ fo 
be reaſoned and concluded 1n the like manner. We opl 
are chaſtened of the Lord, that we ſhould not be condemned ach 
with the World, 1 Cor. 11. 32. When we have afflichons fpgy 
and troubles, hereby God doth puniſhus in this World fime 
tor our ſins, that we may be 1pared in the World to fheſs, 
come. This alſo 1s ſome comfortable ewidence that 
cur iniquity 1s pardoned. For as the : Apoſtle faith, Stour 
Some Men's fins are open before hand,going before to Fudgment, ſhe E 
and ſome Men's fins follow after, 1 Tin. 5. 24. So the ſins. tow 
of ſome people are puniſhed in this World, that they Fþrill 
may not be puniſhed after the day of Judgment. So | Tt 
the puniſhment of the ſins of other people, is reſpited frith 
and forborn 1n this Lite, but deferred until and to be Þ/-y 
executed after the day of Judgment. If we endure 'more þ« :/ 
chaſtening and trouble than others who are greater þ 
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Cnners than our ſelves ; The ih all the Earth will 

right, ſo that Moſt certainly we fare better than 

. Ythey in; the World that 18 tocome.. 6" 

tn the things that bave been ſpoken, 1t appears : 

| IThat the way whereby we avoid the Wo denounced 

' Izainſt usupon the account of *the day of our life going 

* Iiway, is todo theſe three things eſpecially..* _-** 

* | Firſt, Be ſure to finiſh that Work which God fent 
hee on this Earth for to do. 

* | Sccondly, Stand in aw and fin not, and abſtain from 

' Kill appearance of evil. 

Thirdly, Pray without ceaſing unto God, and labour 
arncltly to bet all thy palt Sins, Iniquities and Tranf- 
velſions pardoned. 

And take it. for a general rule beſides to be follow- 
d and obſerved: That whatever Trouble,  forrow 
Melancholy, tear, or ſuch like doth ariſe in thy mind 
here endeavour to know the true cauſe thereof. And 
hen take away the cauſe, and the effect cealeth. Be 
ure to anſwer all the requirings of God in' thee. Tarn 
wu at my reproof, Prov, 1. 23. That 1s, at'the reproof 
f God 1n thy Soul and Conſcience, whither the Lord 
| un thee with a ſtill voice, in the gentle motions 
ind ditates of his Spirit ; or if he doth Inſtrutt thee with 
frong hand, that thou ſhouldſt not walk in the nay of this 
ople; That thou ſhouldſt not do fuch a thing © or 
uch a thing, In all theſe or alike caſes, Do not turn 
ay thy : Ear, nor yet *be Rebellions. For this 'Life 1s the 
ume oftryal and the day of Temptation in the W1lder- 
eſs, wherein God doth prove thee whither thow wilt 
ep his Commandments or not. There 1s,a Wo pro- 
Pounced orelſe implyed 1f thou ſhouldeſt turrr away 
e Ear, or be Rebellious : Winch ſame Wo, though it 1s 
ow in word only, yet after the day of this fe 1s gone, 
11 fall '"down upon thee in Puniſhment. and Miſery. 
The Wo or Threatning of God 1s of the like Nature 
ith that flying roll or curſe that goeth ate over (16. face of 
he whole Exrth: For every one that ſtraleth ſhall be cur off as 
this fide, according to ut : and every one that ſmeareth ſhall 
cut off, as. on that ſide, according to it, Zech. 5. 2, 3. Here 
C the fly- - 
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ing roll and curſe 1sſaid to go forth over the face of the 
whole Earth, Thar 1s, for the preſent httle time bet. 
ween, It doth hover ſomewhat above them, and it doth 
not,, pitch.. But at length it will  hght upon the 
bairy icalp of the ſinner, and it ſhall be done unto him 
according to the ſame flying roll, curſe or threatning, 
when God ſhall wonnd the head of his enemies and 
Þairy ſcalp of ſuch a one as gorth on ſtill in his pd 

If we, did live in Righteouſneſs and Holmeſs Fo1 
him all the days of our hfe, we might ſerve God with ſſh: 
ont fear, as may be underſtood from Lake 1 74. 754an 
But as long as there is Fear, Trouble, Sorrow, and a ce4eve 
tain forcbode or fcartul expettation of a Wo to come Mc 
we ſhould do well to rake beed 2 Pez. 1.19. unto theſe a fu 
they way be Perccivable in our hearts ; for all theſeddſyet 
give notice and warning of ſome real future Evilst@Ar 
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which they do relate. _ Sat 

Nay Jer ſurtber, As ſaith the Apoſtle, I now nothiaff the 
by ny ſelf, yet I am not hereby jr/tified. So when we comiſþen; 
to Know:nothing of Trouble, Pear or Miſery as to futilf vo 
rity; and our Heart upcn, the mmoſt ſearch and ef : 


anuration and cpquiring ailigently as to theſe thing] Te: 
to come, doth not medirare terronr (as very tew do conf to 
up to this ſtate) yet ſhIl_ even here we ſhould not linf For 
ſecurely, nor over confidently, byt, according to th of « 
counſel of the Spirit of God, who knoweth all thingy ther 
Pals the time of owr jojourning kere in fear. And work ſcar 
eur Salvarion with fear and trembling. But then here agaf i P 
is a great difference between a tear which excites cal} 1 
tion and cate, and another tear which hath Torment alf ſpe: 
£cndreth: bondage, as 1s the caſe of thoſe who hay for : 
n0t a well grounded hope. (hot 
It is the mind of the moſt high God, that his We 
vants as long as they are on this Earth, ſhould be keff wai 
in a Low, Trembling and Dependaut Rate and cf com 
dition. Accordingly we Read in the Scriptures, Thf acc» 
the beſt Saints have been molt tearful and apprehenſif paſs 
partly of the Judgments, Wrath and Indignation of Gff your 
as allo what is conſequent to that, of their own futi eſc1 
tate and condition. When 7 heard my Belly tremblÞ awa 


he By lips quivered at the woice, rottenneſs entred into my bone ty 


{and 1 trembled in my ſelf, that 1 might have reſt in the 
wth of trouble : when he comerh up rnto the propley be will invade? 
the Þ me with his troups, Hab. 3.16. For if when the Lord 
red on mount $1249 by his Angel only, fo terrt- 
e was the fight that Moſes ( one of his beſt Servants 
and favourites ) Said, I exceedingly fear and quake, Much 
more ſhall we exceedingly fear and quake, jult as our 
Soul 1s taking fhght into the invitible World, where we 
th4 ſhall come nearer unto and have a much more ſenſible 
q5Jand laſting appreheniion of the great God himſelf, then 
e4 ever the /ſraelites had of the preſence of his Angel on 
ne Mount Sinah. Tie Lord [hall judge his prople. I: is a fear- 
e af full thing to fall into the hands of the living God. Which 
dd vet we mait all do: {nto thee ſhall all fleſh come. 
$t@ And when the Lord thall Judge his People, even hisown 
Saints and Servants by reaſon of the exceeding trictneſs 
all thereof, will have tears ariting m their hearts alſo. Ant 
fy enter not into Fadgment with thy Servant, for in thy fight ſhall 

til v9 an living be juſtified, Pſal. AXy 2. 

of A Wo being pronounced againtt us indefinitely in the 
ing Text, for the day gocth away ; this reaches and extends 
on to the Houſe of Gol , even his Children and Servants. 
Inf For the time is come thar Fudgment muſt begin at the Houſe 
\ thi of Got; and if it fix begin at us, what ſhall the end be of 
ney them that obey not the Goſpel of God? And if the Righteous 
ky Pane) be Jeves, where ſhall the ungodly an4 finner appzar ? 

oaly 1 Fet. 4. 17, 19. 

y The reſult of the whole 18, The Spirit of the Lord doth 
ra ſpeak, and his word 1s gone out indefinitely. Vo #nto us, 
bay for the 4ay 202th away ; Therefore all we dying Creatures, 
ſhould go ſoftly all our years in the bitterneſs of. our Soul ; 
4 We ſhould be in a very low and trembling condition, ard 
4 wait all the days of our appointed time till our change 
come. Watch ye therefore and pray almays, that ye may be 
accounted worthy ro elcaps? all theſe thinss that ſhall came to 
paſs, and to hand b:fore the Son of Man, Luke 21.36. Do 
your utmoſt l1ligence that ye may be accounted worthy to 
utly eſcape that Wo, which1s pronounced : For the day goeth 
q away,tor the ſhadows of the evening are ftretched out. 

B 3  Ifhall 


F ſhall now wind up the foregoing Diſcourſe with theſe 
two practical uſes and inferences. 

The firſt uſe 15of Warning. 

The ſecond uſe is of 1n{truction. 

As FohnBaptit ſaid in hisPreaching,O generation of wipers 
Who hath warned ye to flee from the wrath to come! Bring fo 
therefore fruits meet for repentance. Soft I could ſpeakt; 
them all ( O that the ſeveral Copies of theſe words might 
be made known unto them all ) I would uſe a like forme 
ſpeech. Oye Inhabitants of the Earth, Who hath w: 
ed ye to flee from the wrath to come ? If ye fay, thi 
written word of God (who thereby warnsus of thing 
ot ſeen as yet, Heb. 11.7.) and the preaching of it | 
others. Ay, But here T would ask ye again, Have y 
taken the warning? Bring forth therefore fruits meet f 
repentance, and ſuch fruts in'your Life and Converſati 
on, as are ſutable and agreeable to thoſe that are index 
warned toflec from the wrath to come. Are ye inde! 
and truly warned to flee from the wrath to come ? Wh 
meaneth then that bleating of the ſheep in mine ears, and tl 
lowing of the oxen which Þ hear ? What meaneth then thr 
ughout the Earth this joy and gladneſs, ſlaying Oxen and lil ye 
ling Sheep, eating Fleſh and drinking Wine : Let us eat, d 
drink, for to morrow we ſhall die. Are ye indeed truly warne} C 
to flee from the wrath to come ? What meaneth than th at 
iniquity of thy Siſter Sodom ( which is almoſt in all Citi Þc 
Towns and Villages, but more eſpecially in the Houſy w 
of rich People ) Pride, fulz:ſs of Bread and abundance q O! 
Hdleneſs was in her, and in her Daughters ; neither did | : 
ſtrengthen the hand of the poor and needy. Are ye indeeg at 
throughly warned to flee from the wrath to come 2 Why m 
then do ſomany ſay in their hearts, My Lord delayeth bij i 
coming, and they begin to beat the Men ſervants and the Maj Ii 
ſervants, ( or what 1s to the ſame effect, they torment ang at 
oppreſs ther fellow Creatures) and they eat and th at 
drink and are drunken, Take heed therefore leaſt this bÞ tl: 
literally . fulfilled upon ye to your endleſs miſery and conf H 
demnation, And as it was in the days of Noah, ſo ſhall 1 
be in the days of the Son of Man. They did eat, | thi 
drank, they married wive:, they mere given tn marriage nt ve 
the day that Noah entred in- 
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w the Ark, and the flood came and deſtroyed them all. Like= 
wiſe alſo as it was nh oe of Lat, they did eat, they drank, 
they bought , they ſold, they planted, they builded. (It is now 
the very {ame in theſe our days ) But the ſame day that 
er; Lot went ou: of Sodom, it rained Fire and Brim|tone from 
will Heaven and deſtroyed them all : Even thus ſball it be in the 
day when the Son of Man is revealed. If the reaſonable 
mhabitants of this Earth were like Noah here mentioned, 
warned of God of things not ſeen as yet, or it they did fo take 
the warning of things, as they are made knownan the 
I &riptures, then they would not ſeek to an Arm of fleſh, 

in or. to Creature comforts and Creature contentments as 
now they do, to drive away the griets and ſorrows of 
a ſhort, but yeta tedious and wkſom life. They would 
- & not then ſo much reſort to Ale Houſes, Taverns, carnal 
4 company, idle recreations, the continual hurry of Word- 
le} ly bulineſs as now they do, only to forget and make 
f themſclves unmindful of that Wo which hangs over their 
heads becauſe the day of their life goeth away. How can 
fuch Hear or Read ſuch a Scripture without trembling ? 
Te have lived in pleaſure on the Earth, ye have been wanton, 
ye have nouriſhed your hearts as in the day of ſlaughter, Jam. 
ade though there 15 as carneſta deſire in the reaſonable 
rreature after happineſs and fatisfa&tion as R::chel had 
after Children, Give it me or elſe 1 die, 1 had rather not: 
be at all than not be happy 2 yet here they would do 
well to wnder/tand and ſeek after God, and to know the 
order of his Diſpenſation and dealings towards the Chil- 
dren of Men, that is to ſay, to give them a being here, 
and a well being hereafter, to uphold them here, and 
make them happy and bleſſed for ever. They ſhould b-- 
' lieve in God and trult in his Salvation : Have recourſe to 
his word, and pacific themſelves with hope and expect- 
ation of better things to come ; look back upon the ex- 
ample of Saints heretotore, who were our Brethren in 
the fleſh, and are now partakers of the Heavenly calling. 
Hence would ſpringup greater and more enduring com- 
fort than from Wine, ſtrong drink, or from the outward 
divertifements of Wordly recreations or company. And 
ve not drunk with Wins wherein is exceſs, but bs ye are 
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with the Spirit. For as that ſame Spirit gives usa Knovy 
ledge of the good things of God, vvhich he vvill gm 
unto thoſe yvho Love, Fear and ſerve him ; and as th 
ſame Spirit Sealeth unto us an Intereſt and Propriety inf 
them, It takes of from and ſecures againſt the Wo for th 
day gi:th away, much more than all the outvyard thing 
of this World. t 7 

O that theſe vvords might go out unto the ends of thathe c 
Earth, Why vvill not Men (vvyho are made as Angelot. 
of God, knovving Good and Evil) knovy theſe things | 
fore hand ? Eſpecially vvhen they are capable toknovwſhad 
theſe things before hand, as they ſtand in the order and 
determination of our God. Yea, the ftork in the Haw 
knoweth her appointed times, and the Tartle, and the Crane: 
and the Swallow obſerve the time of their coming, but my propli 
know not the Fudgment of their God. The Svvallovy hatl 
lately obſerved the time of her going avvay again, bt 
People do not obſerve, or they do not lay it fo throughh 
to heart as they ſhould, the time of their going out « 
this World, and their coming to appear before Got 
This vvill b2 the condemnation of Mankind that t 
vill not do according to the knovvledge and reafe 
=u_ them, as Beaſts and Birds go and move accor 

ing to that inſtinct implanted in them. Hovvever : 
God ſpeaks by Ezekiel, Son of Man, Thave made the: 
Watch Man unto the Houſe of Iſrael : Therefore hear thi 
word at my mouth, and give them warning from mz. Od 
hath made the Miniſters and Preachers of ns vyvord Wy 
Men anto the Inhabitants of the Earth, and accordinf qr, 
gly vve hear the vvord at his mouth, as1t 1s veritten in} x 
the lively Oracles, the Ba9k of the Lord ; and out of thatf of 
vre give them vrarning as fromGod. So that let people A 
do as they will ; Whithey they will hear or forbear, for they ar 
moſt Rebellious: Yet (till the Scriptures vvith the true and 
faithful Preaching thereof, are a ſtanding and continue 


yvarning nnto the Inhabitants of the Earth, that al "= 
things are mdced fo as they are therein ſpoken of. Bet 


Be vvilc therefore O ye Children 'of Men, Be inſtrut$ yn 
el ye Inhabitants of the Earth, to order your convery fe; 
lation for the tune to come according to the tenour an Ly 

requit 


wie of the ſame vyords. Bleſſed is he that readeth and they 
r hear the words of this prophecy, and keep thoſe things 
ch are written therein, for the time is at hand, Even nearer 
en ever 1t vyas yet. Ard further, Bleſſed 1$ he thatdoth 
theecording to all thoſe thoughts of Goodneſs ard Truth 

»Wrhich the Loxd doth from time to time ( vvhen he waken- 
Wb Morning by Morning ) put 1mmto our Soul. Again on 

"Fhe other hand, a Wo or Curſe belongs unto them vyho do 
velWot. For the rime is at hand, even juſt beforeus ; oras it 
des 1n the vyords of our Text, The day goerh away, and the 
ſhadows of the Evening are ſtretched om. It 1s buta very 
tle vvhile and the day vvill be quite gone avvay, and 
xe ſhadovy of Death vvill be upon our eye hids, and 
ich of us ſhall ſay, or vve ſhall find it ſo, Mine age is 
departed and is removed from me as a ſhepherds tent, 7 Vive 
wt off like a weaver my life: He will cut me eff with 
ning fickneſs : fromDay even to Night wilt thou make an end 
of me. Which as the everhving God doth by us poor 
ying Creatures, We ſhould ſtave and wort together with 
hs grace , vvhich vvould work in us mightily if vve are 
pbecient to it, that as our outvyard Man periſh, the in- 
yard Man 1s renevved day by day. Bleſſed 15 that Servant, 
or »hom his Lord when he — in fo doing. 
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"4 Prattical Books Written and Publiſhed by Richard Stafford. * 
» # NF Happineſs : Wherein it is fully and particularly manifeſted, 
hat the greateſt happineſs of this Lite confiſts in the fear of. 
-*J God and keeping his Commandmentrs, in oppoſition to the Plea- 
nf ſures of Sin, or the pretended conveniency of Diſobedience. 
nz Rules and Direftions for the preventing of, and Recovery out 
nay of Sickneſs. 
A Diſcourſe againſt Partial Obedience : Or that dangerous deceir 
A fo univerſal amongſt them, who call themſelvesChriſtians, of keep- 
{ ing ſome of the Commandments of God and negleting cthers. 
Some Thoughts of the Lite to come : With a briefaccount of 
the State of Religion, as it is now m the Werld. 

The great Benefirs cf Chriſt to all that believe on and obey him : 
Being a Treatife on Hebrews. 2. 15. Wherein it is ſhewed and mace 
known how Pecple may be freed and delivered trcm thet flsvith 
fear of Death, whereby they are ſiVie& to Bendage throughout their 
0 Life-time : and alſo how they way be 1ayed ard preſerved _ 
wit | 6 
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"the Evil 2nd danger cf Death when 1tThall approdct 


Lk 


ccme aQually vpon them, 
An _—_ I to all the inhabitants of rhe Earth, to Turn i 


mediatcly to the Lord their God. XA 

An Exhcrtation unto all Diſſenters (however they are difting 
iſhed or named ) to return into the Commumon cf the Church « 
England : So far, as all things are done therein, according to the Py 
tern ſhewed to us inthe Goſpel. | # 

Six ſeveral Sermons Preached on Iſaiah 38. 1 Wherein that pre: 
Duty of ſetting cur Bcdy ard Soul in order, for we ſhall die, 1; 
large cpencd and explained. _ 

The dc&rine of the Croſs, or the Duty of Chriſtian ſuffering 
in a Sermen on Mat, 13. 20, 21. 

A Sermencn, x Chron, 29. 18.And another on Mark 8. 36. 

* The Nature of Ged's Kingdom and Dominion over Men, 1n 
Diſcourſe on Deut, 8. 2. 

Divine Arithmet'ick Illuſtrated in the Right and Ex attNumbn 
of cur Days, or a Diſccurſe of the near and continued approach 
of Death unto every one wharlſoever, 

The Extenſiveneſs and Comprehenfivenefs of the future Ju&F" 
ment of Gcd. | <q 
A Diſcourſe of the Miſery of Hell and Happineſs of Heaven. 
Grounded from Mat. 25.46. Foul 

A Diſcourſe of God's hearing Prayer, Grounded from John g.3rati 
' The obſervaricn of the three Great Feſtivals aflexted in rhe Chr h; 
ſtian Church, and alſo the Right manner'of theobſervance of thenþs , ( 
made known in a Sermon ou Col. 3. x Preached on Eafter-Day. [4 

A Sermon Preached unto the Inhabitants of the Town of Thong... 
bury in Gloceſter-ſhire, March 20. 1697. on Pſal. 143. 8. 

Two ſeveral Sermons on Phil. 4. 11, 12. 

The neceſſity of keeping unto the Ordinances of Religion, Prayeq®4l 
Hearing the word, Baptiſm and the Lord's Supper, in aSermon aq*cer 
Aft. 6. 4.A Sermon of the devices of Satan on 2 Cor. 2. 11, LDAr, 

The exceedingGreatComfort and Benefit of having walked befughat 
God inTiuth, and with a Perfe Heart, and of having done that whidhg Cy: 
is Good in his ſight ; Set forth in ſeveral Diſcourſes on Iſaiah 38. 2, 24Fpgy 
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Another Sermon on J/aiah 38. 4, 5. And another on Fer. 6.44, x 
Three ſeveral Diſcourſes on Rom. 9. 6. Not as though the wordeffp _; 
God hath taken none effe: For they ave not allIſrael which are of I| - 
Two Diſcourſes on Coloff. 2. 1. and another on A#s 2. 11. 
The cauſe and cure of Diviſions : Or the way and means for allf®4 
nto 


Chriſtians ro come to Unity. 

- The Grear, Uſeful and Bleſſed Duty of a Contentment, Wil- 
lingneſs and Dcfire to Die: Ser forth upon true and afſured grounds, 
DE — — — = 


Any of which aformentioned Books may be had at the Aurhor' 
Hired Houſe in Ewers Street, Southwark, 
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Advertiſement. 


IS 


| Heſe are to give notice, That I haye ſeveral other 
| _——_— Sermons - Diſcourſes of mine own Com- 
ngotn ng mein nuſcript * 
ve Wt 2 or Competency of this World 
muld ( According to their ſeveral Ability, AQts 11. 29.) 
ws Conſecrate ſome part of their gain and 
te Lord, Micah 4. 13. So as to be ready to diftri 
ling to Communicate towards the outward 
aLharge of the Printing and of them, -1 
ould be for the Glory of God (in mating known his 
:3Þruth, Ia. 38. 19.) And for the Edification and Benefit 
higf his Church and People ; aud ntly 1t would 
e 2 Good work in fuch Perſons who thall be hel 
- $nd any ways aſſiſtant herein, for which they would be 
"4*warded by God in the Life thatis to come. 
And I ſay unto you, Make to your ſelves Friends of the 
Mammon of nnrighceaaſmes tbat when ye fail, they may 
receive you into Everlaſting Habitations, Lake 16. 9g. 
LDarge them that are rich in this World, that they do Good, 
foghat they be Rich in Good Works, ready to Diſtribute, willing 
ito Communicate, laying up in Store for themſelves a good 
» Foundation againſt the time to come, that they may lay hold 
ba Ererndl £; e, 1 Tim. 6. 17.18. 19. This is a faithful 
ging and theſe things I will that thou erm confanth, 
they which have Flieved in God, might be careful to 
at f#4inrain Good Works ; theſe things are Good and Profutablſi 
to Men, Titus 3. 8+ 


